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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS, 1931 
Sales by Commodities, Wholesale Trade, Canada, 1950 


This bulletin is the third in a series presenting detailed information on 
wholesale trade in Canada. The figures for sales by commodities were secured from the 
schedules returned for the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments, 1931. 
Each wholesale firm was asked to furnish a breakdown of the sales during the year by 
major commodity lines and, further, by items under each major commodity. While every 
firm was not able to give a detailed record of sales by commodities, in most trades a 
very large proportion of the sales was reported by the major commodity groupings. The 
information in this bulletin relates only to these major commodity lines. 


As the sales shown for each commodity cover both wholesalers proper and other 
wholesale establishments, there will be a duplication of sales wherever wholesale 
establishments resell to other wholesale firms. Such sales are made commonly by 
brokers and agents, but manufacturers! sales branches also deal with wholesale firms. 


On the other hand, the sales by commodities do not necessarily show the total 
sales of commodities distributed in the country. First, a considerable part of the 
production moves directly from manufacturer to retailer or consumer and, secondly, 

there is a considerable amount of direct importations not handled by wholesale firms. 
As the sales by commodities given in this bulletin include export sales made by whole- 
sale firms, another factor is introduced to prevent a direct measurement of goods 
distributed within Canada. 


The first table in this report gives the extent of commodity coverage for the 
wholesale trade and wholesalers proper by each of the major kind-of-business classifica- 
tions. As every wholesale establishment was not able to report the value of their sales 

by commodities, the total commodity sales for each kind of business are generally less 
than the total net sales, The commodity coverage indicates the extent to which net 
sales have been broken down by commodities. For some kind-of-business classifications 
the commodity coverage is 100 per cent. This means that the total sales have been 
reported by commodities. In other cases the commodity coverage is less than 100 per 
cent as some firms did not report sales by commodities. In making use of the commodity 
sales figures, it is'well to note beforehand the extent of the commodity coverage in 
those trades through which the particular commodity is largely distributed. 
The second table in this bulletin presents the value of sales reported for 
‘each of the 92 major commodity classifications, At the beginning of the table are show 
“the total net sales for all wholesale establishments in Canada and the amount of sales 
which is broken down by commodities. Then the sales reported by wholesalers proper and 
ae wholesale establishments are given. The detailed commodity figures are then 
“given with the total sales of the commodity reported first, and then the amounts for 
wholesalers proper and other wholesale establishments. Under each commodity heading 
‘are given the trade groups by which such commodity is sold and the amount reported. 
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Table 1.--CANADA ~ Sales Reported by Commodities and Commodity Coverage for 
Wholesale Trade and Wholesalers Proper 


(Sales are shown in thousands of dollars) : 


ae a Ah a a ee en En Ee Es ae capa pet Oo OS OTT ETA LE A er A EEE SE EE he | ae en en 


All Wholeg ale Fateh lt shone Wholesalers Rooper 


Sales 
reported|Per: cent 
Kind of business Net by of com- 
sales commod~ | modity 


(1930) | ities(1)|coverage 


eo: euro = = CET ER ES FOE De 


TOTAL cocvccscaveteur esse ce BiSEB  21016.047 7000) Vol Gen ian rene 


Amusement, sporting and . 

photographic goods, sesesscecccea| 17 , 688 16,399 92.71 4,278 3,205 74.93 
AUTOMOTIVE conncevtvesacetersdece 107,430) 105,300 98.02 27 214 25,245] 92.76 
Chemicals, drugs and allied 

products SOHOSOCHERHOHAHKOKSEHHHOHBOD 174,596 163,018 93.57 35,147 50 , 588 86.46 
Coal and coke eye Cake aR ee we REL 67 ,866 67 ,417 99.34 50,252 49,810 99.12 
Dry goods and apparel .ecocceesee} Rovz,000| 196,697) 83.58 102,358| 84,874] 82.92 


Electrical cecocescccevvccccscvreces 143,146 141,556 98 .87 22,982 REsaee 96.26 
Farm products (not elsewhere 

epeal fied). csevedetuceeeesbne¥s 649,159} 635,575) 97.91 26,656| 23,529] 88.27 
Farm mupplias (except machinery 

and equi pment ty 2200908090902 0900 18,992 16,129 84.92 13,279 11,602 87.37 


Food products (not elsewhere 
specified) 8 SFT8FTFCHXTSROCOH CORE 567 ,854 546,559 94.21 | 254,163 240,024 94,44 


Forest products (except lumber) .| 23,776|  23,199| 97457 7,578| 7,371] 97.33 


Furniture and house furnishings . 28,200 26,934] 95.51 13,633; 12,4359} 91.24 
General merchandise ssesscseccese|  30,724| 18,107| 58.93 | 13,478| 10,959| 981.31 
Groceries and food specialties ..| 463,007] 365,641] 78.97 | e21,216| 167,865| 75.88 
HOrdwere ceovsccccncncccesececeene 78,609 61,019 (7.68 65,943 50,771 76.99 


Tron and steel scrap and other 
waste materials ©6898 8R89G0088 10, 385 6,896 66.40 10,118 6,695 66.17 


Jewellery and optical goods cece. 11,996 11,878; 99.02 10,858} 10,758} 98.89 
Leather and leather goods (except 
gloves and shoes) sovcccecseoee 16,758 15,483) 92.39 7,577| ~ 6,660| 90.28 
Lumber and building materials | 
(other than wataly 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 
(except electrical) .oseccceeve| 141,568} 133,740] 94.60 59,521| 55,990} 91.01 


120,704| 108,886] 90.21 51,872| 46,793) 90.21 


Metals and metal work .ecocoseece 97,618 88,816; 90.98 14,059} 13,670) 97.23 
Paper and paper products scccscsens 95,257 88,382] 92.80 22,462) 17,464] 77.75 
Petroleum and petroleum Sito A 220,576] 219,859; 99.67 8,582 7,941} 94.74 
Plumbing and heating equipment | 
SOG BUNDLLOE scent was creche ese 31,033 29,796| 96.01 11,725| 10,899) 92.95 


Tobacco and tobacco products | 
Lexoent 1OGl) assceatasabenecec cL ;eOT | LOL, Lael anes 40,656; 52,141) 79.06 
All other oeoveseseescrcevceneese 63, 039 __ 58,867 95,58 16, 318 14, 151} 86.72 | 


i) Not all establishments were able to ‘furnieh information regarding sales by commodities 
This table shows, for each of the major kind-of-business classifications, the amount’ 
and percentage of the total net sales that have been broken down by commodities. The: 
breakdown of sales by commodities was in some cases reported on the basis of gross © 
sales rather than net sales. For this reason the commodity sales may in some | 
instances exceed the total net sales by the amount of returned goods and allowances, 
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